         HULL AND DISTRICT SQUASH ASSOCIATION LTD

MINUTES OF THE SECOND PART OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 11 MAY 2006 AT HULL AND EAST RIDING CLUB

PRESENT

Robert Saffery, Stephen Harris and Steve Ball (Directors of HDSA Ltd), Sapphire Sutcliffe, Joan Perrins, Henrietta and Max Ball, Jonathan Rollison, Andy Barron, Gary Wallis, Ron Freitag, Danny Murphy, Valda Thornton, Derek Norris, Kenny Martin, Milford Watkins and Paul Webb.

Clubs/Centres represented: Anlaby, Beverley, Blackburns, Ferriby Hall, Goole, Haltemprice, Hull and ER, Woodford.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Appleby Frodingham, Scarborough, Eddie Docherty (Director of HDSA Ltd), Albert Coleman (Beverley), Adam Toes (East Riding of Yorkshire Council) and Mark Shipley (England Squash).

INTRODUCTIONS

Robert Saffery introduced himself and the other Directors, and confirmed that Richard Townsend and Mike Clemson had resigned from the Board. He thanked them for their contributions to HDSA.

2005 AGM

The minutes of the 2005 AGM had been circulated and were approved as correct. There were no matters arising.

REPORT ON 2005-2006 SEASON

Steve Ball, who had acted as Administrator throughout the season, reported that a final newsletter had been sent out to all clubs. The Hull and District League had gone well, with most matches played and good competition throughout the season. The Ranking lists had attracted interest, and the individual divisional tournaments had been enjoyed by those who had participated. On the down side, a number of scorecards had not been received, and behaviour on court seemed to be deteriorating.

Kenny Martin, who had chaired the Development group, reported that the group’s aim had been to develop junior squash and to encourage clubs, centres and coaches to work to the standards and criteria laid down by England Squash. Using the Awards for All grant, a number of club/school links had been developed, and 300-400 children were already being involved. The grant had also been used to subsidise the training of coaches and referees. Members of the Development group had also acted as link people with the clubs and centres in the area to encourage them to develop the use of their squash courts.

FINANCIAL REPORT

An interim report for the period 1 October 2004 to 31 March 2006 had been circulated while the accounts are being independently examined. Taking into account expenditure incurred or committed since 1 April 2006, the present balance available to the Association is just over £1,000 in the general fund, and a proportion of the Awards for All grant which is earmarked for specific purposes. It was noted that expenditure was exceeding income, and that there is a need to attract more income if the membership and team entry fees are not to be unduly increased. It was noted that the employment of an Administrator was essential if the League was to operate, as the commitment was inappropriate for a volunteer. It would help if clubs entered more teams into the league.

It was AGREED that the Club/Centre membership fee should be raised from £35 to £50 and the team entry fee for the Hull and District League from £40 to £45.

It was also AGREED that the accounts should be independently examined by East Riding Voluntary Action Services Ltd, at a cost of £75 for the period 1 October 2004 to 31 March 2006, and that the financial year for HDSA would henceforward be 1 April to 31 March.

HULL AND DISTRICT LEAGUE 2006-2007

It was agreed that there is a need to improve standards of behaviour, and that this should be drawn to the attention of clubs and team captains prior to the start of the season. Teams should also be discouraged from postponing matches, and informed that postponements by the away team within 48 hours of the fixture makes them liable for meeting any expenses incurred by the home club. It was also noted that clubs have the right to refuse entry to any member or supporter of a visiting team who has been banned from their premises for whatever reason, and that captains need to be (made) aware of this when selecting teams. It was also agreed that home team captains should be encouraged to ring the away team captain about one week before the fixture to confirm the date and start time, and any other matters such as vegetarians. There was also a need for scorecards to be returned promptly. With reference to the above, changes or additions to the Rules and Expectations would be made where appropriate.

It was agreed that the individual divisional tournaments are more successful when played in groups on specific dates and venues, and that appropriate space should be allocated in the calendar of fixtures.

Clubs/centres entering teams in the League were encouraged to get them sorted out as soon as possible, and to consider entering additional teams if possible.

HUMBER SPORTS PARTNERSHIP

Mike Clemson reported on the establishment of this Sport England funded body whose remit is to work through organisations such as HDSA to promote participation in sport. It was agreed that HDSA should seek to be the link between HSP and clubs/centres in the Humber area (Hull, East Riding, North Lincs and NE Lincs) in order to make use of its support and resources in promoting squash, and specifically AGREED that, in order to perform this function effectively,

(a) HDSA should adopt the cover title of HumberSquash, while maintaining HDSA Ltd as its legal format

(b) HDSA should extend its membership to clubs and centres throughout the Humber area as defined above

(c) The Council of HumberSquash should be one representative of each member club/centre

(d) The Managing Committee of HumberSquash should be the Directors of HDSA Ltd and the members of the Development group, with power to co-opt non-voting individuals who can assist the Committee in achieving its aims.

HONORARY OFFICERS OF HDSA

It was agreed that David Morrison should be re-elected as President and that the Vice-Presidents should be Tony Barker, Mike Slade and Mike Clemson.

MARTIN MERRIKIN

It was reported that Martin Merrikin, Chair of Beverley Squash Club and a member of the Development Group, had sustained serious injuries in a road accident. Best wishes were extended to him and his family by all present.

CLOSURE OF MEETING

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed.

